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Copper & Aluminum Theft 

on the Rise: How to 

Protect Your Church 
Believe it or not, people steal copper and aluminum for 
cash, and the church can be a prime target. Within the 
past several years, PACT has had many claims reported, 
where thieves are stealing air conditioning units, 
ventilation systems, heaters, gutters, electrical wiring 
and pipes. In some cases, churches have been 
victimized more than once. 
 
While the thieves are after $300-$400 worth of copper 
or aluminum, it can cost the church thousands of 
dollars.  
 
THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO PROTECT YOUR CHURCH  
Review the following information and consider this 
information in planning how to deter aluminum and 
copper theft: 
 

 Increase lighting around any HVAC systems or 
any construction areas.  

 Consider the use of security cameras near 
system sites and construction areas. 

 Protect your HVAC systems. Churches can 
install alarm systems, cages, or fencing around 
and over the area. 

 Work with local authorities if you begin to read 
the newspapers or hear of thefts in the area. 
Have the local authorities drive by your church 
more often. 

 Educate the neighbors and your congregation 
about suspicious activity, cars or people in the 
area. Report oddities to the local authorities. 

 
 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

The Ministry Protection Memo (MPM) series is offered as an 
educational tool in support of United Methodist Insurance’s property 
and casualty insurance program to help you develop loss control and 
ministry protection procedures. United Methodist Insurance does 
not, with these MPMs, seek to establish a particular standard of care 
or to provide legal advice. Church leaders are encouraged to consult 
competent attorneys with regard to the church’s specific needs. 
United Methodist Insurance encourages reproduction and 
distribution of this MPM within the United Methodist denomination. 
Others may contact the United Methodist Insurance Service Center, 
via telephone at 1-800-975-5442 for permission to reproduce MPM. 
 
For additional information please contact 
Rev. Joy T. Melton, J.D., Chief Resource Officer 
United Methodist Insurance 
400 Perimeter Center Terrace, Suite 900 
Atlanta, GA 30346 
www.UnitedMethodistInsurance.org  
Email: joymelton@bellsouth.net 
Phone: 770-512-8383 
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Socialize with us on 

YouTube:  www.youtube.com/MethodistInsurance  
Twitter: www.Twitter.com/UMInsurance  
Sign up for our newsletter at 
www.UnitedMethodistInsurance.org  
 

United Methodist Insurance is an all-lines property and casualty 
(including Workers’ Compensation) nonprofit captive reinsurer 
owned by its member Annual Conference and agency insureds. The 
General Council on Finance and Administration (GCFA) fulfills its 
Book of Discipline fiduciary oversight through its membership on the 
Board of Directors of United Methodist Insurance. For more 
information, contact the United Methodist Insurance Service Center 
or go to our website   www.unitedmethodistinsurance.org. 
 
The United Methodist Insurance Service Center is open Monday 
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. eastern time. You may 
contact the Service Center at 1-800-975-5442. 

http://www.unitedmethodistinsurance.org/
mailto:joymelton@bellsouth.net
http://www.youtube.com/MethodistInsurance
http://www.twitter.com/UMInsurance
http://www.unitedmethodistinsurance.org/
http://www.unitedmethodistinsurance.org/

